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Abstract:

This research presents a comprehensive archaeological study that combines
description and analysis of two funerary tombstones belonging to two eminent
scholars. The first tombstone belongs to Al-Mufaddal ibn Al-Hajjaj and 1s located
in his mausoleum dome in the settlement of Al-Furae, affiliated with Bani Jabr in
Khawlan Al-Tiyal. The second tombstone belongs to Al-Hadi ibn Ibrahim and is
located in Al-Amudi cemetery in Dhamar city. The main significance of this study
lies in the archaeological and aesthetic value carried by the two tombstones, as well
as the historical and literary information they contain. The two tombstones
highlight two prominent roles: one historical and scholarly, represented by Al-
Mufaddal’s establishment of the scholarly center in Al-Furae and his teaching
activities there; and the other both political and scholarly, embodied in the figure
of'al-Hadi, who was a fundamental pillar in the Yemeni scholarly movement in the
late 8th century AH. The research relies on the descriptive-analytical
archaeological method and is divided into two sections. The first section is devoted
to the descriptive study of the two tombstones, while the second section concerns
an in-depth analytical study. The research resulted in several findings, most notably
the identification of twenty-three new titles that have not been addressed in
previous studies, in addition to four toponymic titles and one kunyah. The
inscribed writings also document that Imam Sharat’ Al-Din ibn Shams Al-Din
ordered the construction of the mausoleum dome of Al-Mufaddal ibn Al-Hajjaj,
specifying the date of the placement of the tombstone as the year 952 AH. Another
notable finding confirms that the current location of the grave of Al-Hadi Al-Wazir
difters from the original location mentioned in historical sources. It was also found
that the tombstone slab currently on his grave is not one of the two original slabs

that were placed on his grave after his death.

Keywords: Tombstones, Al al-Wazir, Yemeni Arts, Al-Furae, Dhamar,
Huriya.
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